Long-term results of a contemporary metal-on-metal total hip arthroplasty: a 10-year follow-up study.
The goal of the study was to evaluate the long-term results of a metal-on-metal articulation. We evaluated the results and histologic findings in patients who had undergone revision. One hundred total hip arthroplasties with a Lubrimet metal-on-metal articulation (Smith and Nephew, Rotkreuz, Switzerland) were implanted in 99 consecutive unselected patients in 1995 and 1996, and the results were prospectively analyzed up to a mean of 126 months postoperatively. Periprosthetic tissues of all 6 hips that had undergone revision because of aseptic loosening, mechanical failure, or periprosthetic fracture showed metallosis and extensive lymphocytic and plasma cell infiltration around the metal debris. With removal of the component because of aseptic loosening as the end point, survivorship was 98% for the stem and 96% for the cup.